
Department Chair Meeting Minutes 
College of Arts and Sciences 

February 25, 2014 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:03 a.m. on Tuesday, February 25, 2014. Dr. Vagn K. 
Hansen, Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, presided. Department Chairs present:  Ms. 
Chiong-Yiao Chen, Dr. Paul Kittle, Dr. Brent Olive, Dr. Gregory Pitts, Dr. Christopher Purser 
for Dr. Yaschica Williams, Dr. Larry Adams, Dr. Bob Garfrerick, Dr. Claudia Vance, Dr. 
Francis Koti, Dr. Christopher Maynard, Dr. Cindy Stenger, Dr. David McCullough, Dr. Brenda 
Webb, Dr. Richard Hudiburg, Dr. Joy Borah, and Dr. Jerri Bullard.  Dr. Craig Robertson was an 
invited guest.  Debbie Tubbs took the minutes.  
 
1. Dr. Craig Robertson – Continuing Education.    Dr. Hansen invited Dr. Robertson to 

discuss the expansion of his responsibilities as the Director of Professional and 
Interdisciplinary Studies and Continuing Education.  Dr. Robertson shared the history and 
goals of the Professional and Interdisciplinary Studies programs, his goal of developing 
more of an adult degree-seeking market for these programs, and the logical addition of 
continuing education as a way to tap the adult market.  Currently, continuing education 
offers non-credit courses and certificates.  His vision is for these non-credit courses and 
certificates to form a bridge to encourage these participants to enroll in credit bearing 
courses in the future with the possibility of these students approaching departments to 
receive some academic credit based on past experience and knowledge gained in these 
certifications to be counted toward a future degree. Support was expressed but concerns 
were acknowledged.  Dr. Hansen stated he hoped that this discussion was the start of a 
process to develop a set of guidelines for the relationship between credit and non-credit 
activities and thanked Dr. Robertson for speaking with the department chairs.  After Dr. 
Robertson left, discussion continued regarding the potential overlap between centers 
offering courses versus continuing education offering courses. 

 
2. Approval of Minutes from February 18, 2014. The minutes were approved by consensus. 
 
3. Curriculum Change Proposal from the Department of Communications.  Dr. Pitts 

made a motion to revise the prerequisites for COM 370 Feature Writing and the motion 
was seconded, discussed, and adopted.  The change deleted COM 220 and added EN 112 or 
EN 122 and the rational was successful completion of these English composition courses 
will sufficiently prepare students for feature writing. 

 
4. Draft Proposal on Faculty Teaching Evaluations.  Dr. Hansen shared a handout that the 

COAD received from the Teaching Excellence Workgroup appointed by the Faculty Senate.  
He stated this was not for action but rather to gather ideas.  After much discussion, there 
was consensus of strong support for the purchase of an effective instrument, after 
identifying what or who was to be evaluated and the purpose of the evaluation instrument.  
Dr. Hansen asked the department chairs to send specific ideas and suggestions to him by 
email. 

 
  



5. Report from COAD.  Dr. Hansen reported that the following topic was discussed: 
 -University Advising.  [After discussion among the departments chairs, concern was 

expressed over both student affairs and academic affairs directing different portions of what 
should be an academic affairs function.  Questions and confusion arose over whether 
department chairs would still be involved in SOAR without being a university advisor and 
whether the process had changed since Amy Crews last spoke with this group.  Dr. Bullard 
asked that this topic be placed on the next chair’s meeting agenda.] 

 
6. Other. 
 -None 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:27 a.m. 










